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Wilsonville City Council is working on bridge projects over I-5, the Willamette River and the dip on 

Boeckman Road. Where do you stand on these projects? How would you prioritize them? 

We have a responsibility to thoughtfully allocate City resources, and decisions like these are challenging. 

We need safe connector streets/routes for our citizens that provide improved access for businesses and 

other community services. These three projects are all very different and would potentially have 

different funding sources. To me the Boeckman Dip and I-5 pedestrian bridge projects address safety 

and sound fiscal management. The Boeckman Dip project would increase safety for vehicles and other 

modes of travel. This is especially important as this road is a critical East/West connector and leads to 

the Meridian Middle School. The initial design work for the I-5 pedestrian bridge is grant funded and the 

design work could position the City to further leverage grant funding for the overall project. If we fail to 

apply that grant money to this project, the money must be returned. 

 

Both the idea of a sports complex that would provide field/court access and serve as a tournament space 

and a center for performing arts have been brought up in recent years. If either, which of these projects 

would you prioritize and why?  

These project ideas are not new to the City. Our Parks Master Plan identifies plans for additional sport 

fields, and the City’s draft Arts, Cultural and Heritage Strategy notes interest for an arts/cultural center. 

Last winter, the City requested proposals to examine the feasibility of a combined sports/event facility 

to determine demand and economic impact, however, COVID halted this work. I would prioritize 

projects that have a well-documented history of support within the community, and projects that offer 

the opportunity for the City to leverage beneficial funding opportunities such as grants. Project decisions 

like these need to go through a public planning process where community members can provide 

feedback and where traffic impacts can be examined. What comes from the public process is what 

should guide our decisions on new projects. 

 

The Wilsonville government has consistently used urban renewal to foster development in recent 

decades. What do you think about this funding tool?  

The intent of urban renewal is to stimulate economic development through private investment in the 

community. As with any development tool, giving all those impacted a voice in decisions is critically 

important and valuable. With that in mind, Wilsonville has installed an Urban Renewal Task Force made 

up from members of the taxing districts that are affected by urban renewal, business leaders, and the 

community. I am happy to be the Council representative on this task force. Under urban renewal, 

private investment has made our City more valuable, safe, and financially stable without adding new 

taxes. For example, the Year 2000 District, or East Side district, has funded many infrastructure projects, 

raised property valuation by $300 million, and added more than 3,000 jobs.  

 

Let’s say there’s a project the council enthusiastically supports but it has an expensive price tag. What 

are some funding strategies you would consider employing to get the project off the ground?  



I have learned from my time on council and through research that there are many funding possibilities 

and approaches depending on the project. Targeted budgeting, grants, urban renewal, bonds, or a 

public/private partnership can all be options, but analysis needs to be done to find the best fit for the 

project and what will serve the community as a whole. I support this being done in public forums and 

meetings where the community can follow what is being recommended. I also support using our Master 

Plans, which have gone through a public process, as guiding documents when considering what projects 

we want to push forward. This helps ensure the work being done is representative of the values of the 

community. 


